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 FROM THE HANGAR OF OUR PRESIDENT SKIP 

PALMER 

 
Spring has sprung and it’s time to get back in the air and FLY. 

Let’s remember its safety first, so take time to do those preflight 

checks and make sure every little thing is ready to go before we 

jump back into the sky with those magnificent and marvelous flying 

machines. 

 This year has started off a little bit different for the chapter. We 

have not had as many traditional meetings but we are trying very 

hard to do more things for folks to have fun and be involved in 

flying. I would like to thank Charles Lewis for arranging to have Chuck Harrell speak to us 

from Artic Tern Aircraft for our February meeting, it was a great presentation. Our next meeting 

was participating in EAA 1523’s Poker Run. The weather got in the way for a few folks but 

those chapter members that participated had a great time. I understand that those chapter 

members delayed by weather ended up flying to Ocracoke for lunch, what a great conciliation 

prize.   

 April’s meeting was also a little non-traditional for the chapter. Dennis Millsap has taken on 

the roll as the new Wright Flight Coordinator and the first fly day was Saturday, April 18, our 

meeting day. Many of you volunteered to help Dennis with this great program and met at 

Warren Field (OCW) in Washington to fly kids. Dennis has a write up below, and I know you 

will enjoy reading further about this great program. The other fly days for Wright flight are 

Saturday, May 2 and the rain date fly day is Saturday, May 9. If you are interested in helping 

with Wright Flight please contact Dennis at dwmillsap@gmail.com. The second option for 

Saturday, April 18 was an introduction to flying meet and greet for The Shad Festival at  
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Gaskins Farm in Grifton. Charles led this group which included talk of airplanes, promoting 

flying and EAA Chapter 1423 and they did some flying, and it was a fun time. Thank you 

Charles Lewis and to all who participated in the “Shad Fly”. 

 There will be lots of flying opportunities for everyone this spring. Our friends at EAA 960 in 

Farmville will be having their spring fly-in on Saturday, May 9 with a catfish lunch starting at 

11:30 am so go and support EAA 960. Don’t forget that our own spring fly-in will be Saturday, 

May 16. We will do our usual and have lunch available on the Aerodrome so invite your flying 

friends to join us. After lunch this year we will have a fly-out to some of the more interesting 

airstrips in the area, should be a great time for all. As always if you have questions or concerns 

please feel free to contact me and I look forward to seeing everyone around the Aerodrome.  

  
 
                                                                                                                                                                                         

   

Wright Flight Weekend 
~Dennis Millsap~ 

 

On Friday, 17 April 2015, several members of EAA 1423 worked to help Martin County 

stand up their own Wright Flight program.  We flew to MCZ and used our aircraft as static 

display.  I flew the RV-12, Charles Lewis flew his Legend Cub, and Jack Hill flew his Waco.   

Then, 40 students from Martin County Schools made the circuit and toured each aircraft while 

the pilots answered questions.  All in all, it was a great experience for the students and the 

pilots.  Martin County Wright Flight is off to a great start.  They will have their first fly day on 

30 May. If you are interested in helping, just let me know. 

 

The next day, on Saturday 18 April 2015, members from three EAA Chapters converged 

on Washington-Warren Airport to spread aviation joy to the youngsters of Beaufort County.  

Fifth graders from John Small Elementary set education goals and spent the school year 

working to achieve those goals.  In the end, 189 students met their goals and qualified for a 

flight.  During the course of the day we flew 89 students with seven aircraft.  The Civil Air 

Patrol spent the day marshaling aircraft and JROTC parked cars. Each student got to fly with an 

adult, so we flew close to 200 people, most of whom had never been in a small aircraft before.  I 

would say the day was a huge success and a great tribute to Tom and Sandy Saccio. Our next 

fly day is scheduled for 2 May and we are looking forward to seeing you all there. 

We are in the Wright Flight Fly Day #2 countdown window, T-minus 7 days and counting.  We 

will be flying again on Saturday, 2 May. And, we will be making very minor changes.  One 

change, Robert Rimmer is bringing his flight simulator with a 48-inch screen to help occupy 

kids while they wait to fly.  We also hope to have more planes this time.  Now, all we need is 

the weather to cooperate.  The long range forecast is looking pretty good, so keep your fingers 

crossed.  Stay tuned; I will be sending out updates as we get closer. 
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Spring 2015 
~Skip Palmer~ 

 

Saturday, April 18 was a busy day for EAA 1423. It was not your typical chapter meeting day 

for our group. Dennis Millsap and company were busy making 89 children happy at the first fly 

day for Wright Flight 2015. Congratulations to Dennis and company for a safe and successful 

day. If you have never experienced a Wright Flight fly day be in touch with Dennis and 

volunteer for the next fly day this year on Saturday, May 2. You will be energized from all the 

smiles and happiness that flow from the kids as they experience their first airplane flights. It is 

well worth your time and it’s a great cause. Again, congratulations to Dennis and Lori Millsap 

and all the pilots and volunteers involved. Well done!! 

 

A few of us were in Grifton on Saturday at the first “Shad Fly”. We were not as busy as we 

would have liked promoting general aviation but we had a good day. Our pilots flew over 

Grifton during the morning Shad Festival Parade. So technically there were two parades going 

on at once, one on the ground and one in the sky, I believe this was a first for the Shad Festival. 

Mr. Gaskins was our host and we flew of the field in front of his home on Wiley Gaskins Road. 

Mr. Gaskins was kind enough to cut two runways for us to use, it was a great facility for us to 

operate off of. Thanks to 

Charles Lewis we had a trailer 

with awning to use as our base 

of operations. We tried our 

best to spread the word about 

general aviation. The 

highlight of the afternoon was 

Charles giving a flight to a 92 

year old WW2 veteran who 

flew Piper Cubs in the war. 

You should have seen the 

smile on that man’s face.  

 

 As the flying season gets 

started this year for EAA 1423 

we have been very busy. 

Many members participated in 

a Poker Run sponsored by 

EAA 1523 in Beaufort on March 21. I believe everyone that participated had a good time; even 

if we had no winners in our group it was a good day. A few of our pilots got socked in that  
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morning and were not able to fly until lunchtime so they ventured to Ocracoke for lunch. Now 

that’s what I call a great conciliation prize.  

 

We are trying very hard this year to keep things interesting for our chapter and to get as many 

members possible into the air and to be active. This is very challenging at times but we are 

trying very hard to find new things for our chapter to do and be involved in. As I’ve said many 

times before here, you get out of EAA 1423 what you put into it. It is everyone’s chapter, so get 

involved. If you have an idea for the 

group or simply have a question I’m 

always an email or phone call away. That 

said it is time for EAA 1423’s Spring 

Fly-In. This will take place on Saturday, 

May 16 starting at 10: AM. We will have 

lunch available as always so invite your 

flying friends to join us. We will have a 

flight simulator available this year thanks 

to chapter member Robert Rimmer. This 

will be a great addition to our fly-in, 

thanks Robert. After lunch this year we 

will have a fly-out to local interesting 

airfields. All types of aircraft will be able 

to participate in the fly-out. As usual we will do some set up on Friday afternoon to get ready 

for the fly-in. As I said before, please invite your aviation friends to fly in and join us on May 

16. As the weather gets better we will start having Thursday night cookouts again soon. So 

anyone who wants to show off their chef skills let me know and we will get you a date to cook. 

That’s all for now, I look forward to 

seeing everyone around the Aerodrome.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Base of operations for Shad Fly 
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Shenandoah Excusion 
~Charles Lewis~ 

 

I was lucky enough to accompany Alex Peters to retrieve his Kit Fox from Winchester VA, 

OKV. This is the same KF I owned back around 1999. I sold it back to the original builder and 

now he sells it to Alex. What a small world. I 

drove to Lawrenceville VA on Friday. Saturday 

morning a friend of his flew us to Winchester in 

his Comanche. The winds were a little brisk and I 

think we all engaged our head into the headliner a 

time or two. Once there we started making the 

final check of the plane for the flight. Alex has 

done a great job of preparing the plane. The 

engine was rebuilt and just about everything on the 

plane was inspected, checked, fixed, lubed or 

replaced. Alex and the previous owner had done 

a few circuits of the airport and the plane had done well. After lunch, and hoping for the winds 

to die down, we decided to depart. The last time I checked winds were 300 @ 9 gusting 22. At 

least we had a tail wind. Because of the wind, we elected to stay in the Shenandoah Valley for 

the southerly route. This kept us below the 

mountain tops and some of the winds. The plane 

ran well and handled like she should.  

After about forty five minutes, I noticed the fuel 

gauges were not reading equally. A little later I 

became concerned so we made a stop at 

Bridgewater, VBW. If you are ever in the area 

and need help, 

this is not the 

place to go. We 

were greeted by 

an armed guard 

that obviously 

did not want to help nor offer any suggestions. We needed 

fuel. Another guy came from the hangar and made all sorts of 

excuse why he could not sell us fuel. After blowing into the 

full tank, I managed to transfer enough fuel to make it about 

ten minutes to Shenandoah, SHD. You are right, no attendant 

but there is a self-service pump. After four try’s, we finally 

have some fuel.  
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Now you have to remember this is an adventure and we were having fun. The 

winds were not as bad and we had fuel. Off we go. There are a lot of great sites along the way. 

Many large estates, horse farms and other interesting landscaping. It became harder to hear 

Alex so I started trying to figure out why. The charging system had stopped. Battery voltage 6.6 

volts. Off goes all electrical circuits to try and conserve in case I needed to make a call. Alex 

seemed to like this arrangement because instruction ceased and he could just fly the plane. 

 

Fuel is still an issue so we stop at 

Farmville VA, FVX. They have fuel, 

friendly line crew and an armed guard. 

After filling the tanks and emptying the 

bladders we are off again to 

Lawrenceville. Turn the key and click, 

click, click. Rotaxs do not prop start. 

Two good friends and students gave me a 

ResQ battery for Christmas, Alex and 

Peter.  I carried it with me for the trip 

just in case. After crawling under the 

dash and connecting straight to the 

starter, we are off again. The sun is 

setting and we slide into Lawrenceville 

just before sunset. What a great day and 

3.2 hours in the KF. Early Sunday we go to the 

hangar and work thru the issues. I was able to correct 

the charging issues. The fuel flow out of the left tank 

is better but we will spend the day close by.  

 

LVL has an asphalt runway and a crossing grass 

runway. We landed in all sorts of configurations with 

the wind whipping most of the time. The grass 

runway is on 

a hill and 

Alex learned 

to land 

downhill 

pretty well. 

After several 

hours near the airport, we elect to go to Boydton VA, 

John Murdocks Farm, 23VG. This is a delightful place to 

visit with a guy that is a real treat to be around. Do not  
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go if you plan on a quick stop. Plenty to see there from planes to old cars, tractors and 

equipment. John was involved in the air show business for years and there is plenty of 

memorabilia there to enjoy. He and Bob Hoover are buds.  

Alex then made half a dozen landings while there for practice. Did I mention it is a pasture, 

with a hill in the middle of the strip, trees on one end, fence on the other? What a great place. 

Back we go to Lawrenceville and slide in with plenty of fuel in the left tank. Dust in the right 

one. Another great day, 6.5 hours in a KF, beautiful country side and clear skies. What else 

could you ask for!  Thanks Alex. 
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70th Anniversary of VE Day 
~Skip Palmer~ 

 
On May 8, 2015 a large formation of World War II fighters, bombers, trainers, and transports 

will fly over the National Mall in Washington, D.C. to honor veterans on the 70th anniversary of 

VE day. 

 

Schedule for Friday, May 8, 2015 

 

10:30 a.m. Program begins at World War II Memorial. 

12:10 p.m. The first formation flies over the Lincoln Memorial at an altitude of 1,000 feet. 

12:35 p.m. Missing Man Formation flies over the Lincoln Memorial to conclude the flyover. 

 

Though there will be plenty of places throughout Virginia and D.C. to see the flyover, below is 

a list of some of the best viewing spots. 

 

- U.S. Marine Corps War Memorial / Netherlands Carillon 

- Arlington Memorial Bridge 

- Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool 

- World War II Memorial 

- Washington Monument 

- National Air & Space Museum 

- Tidal Basin / Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial 

- Thomas Jefferson Memorial 

- Hains Point 

- Gravelly Point Park 

 

As many as 20 of the aircraft in the flyover also will appear on static display at the National Air 

& Space Museum’s Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center for Family Day 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on 

Saturday, May 9. Admission is free, but parking is $15.00 at the Udvar-Hazy Center. Rain date 

for flyover is May 9, 2015. 
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