NEWSLETTER
______________________________________________________________________________________________
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER -- 2013
GLENDA S. WILKINS: EDITOR/PUBLISHER

FROM THE COCKPIT OF PRESIDENT CHARLES LEWIS
Thankful For …
In all the hustle and bustle of the upcoming season, I hope we can stop and recognize
that for which we have to be thankful. Those that read this probably have aviation
interests, if not a pilot themselves, and can appreciate all the blessings associated with
our obsession.
Health -- without it we would not enjoy much of what we call life. While there are
aches and pains, we still move forward.
Wealth -- we are the wealthiest people on earth and should be glad and proud to work
for what we have. This supplies the resources for those ‘bill burners’ we call airplanes.
Freedom -- to enjoy our interest without undo government intervention. Yes the
government is taking more and more liberties, but we still can enjoy more than most
of the civilized world.
Resources – Opportunity to take-off and land in more places than most of us realize.
We can leave from home and go almost anywhere in the lower 48 with very little effort.
All of America is right under our wing.
Friends -- The most important blessing of all -- friends. If health, wealth,
freedoms, and resources are gone, we still have our true friends. For us,
Winterville Wings Comrades will come to bat whether the need is plane
repair, help move some belongings or help with funeral arrangements for a
lost friend.
Now be thankful and share what you have, whether that involves time, talent,
resources or AIRPLANES!
And last, but not least: Do yourself a favor, TAKE A KID FLYING.
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By Mary Charles Manning
I wasn't sure of what to expect on my first flight. All I could think about
was the flying I have done in a commercial airplane and this was nothing
like that. It was so much better! I loved seeing everything I see on a daily
basis from a different view. I never really thought about flying lessons
until my dad randomly called me one day and asked me if I was
interested. Usually I'm not the one to go out and try new things but this
just sounded like an amazing opportunity. I know of no one who is a pilot.
I'm not quite sure of my goals at this point. ~~
<<< Instructor Charles Lewis with Mary Charles Manning

EAA CHAPTER 1423 MINUTES
September 21, 2013
For September’s meeting, we traveled to the East Carolina Soaring Club, located near
Farmville. EAA Chapter #960 provided for us a hangar on Flannigan field (N08).
•
•
•

•
•

•

Meeting called to order at 10:02 AM
Welcome by President Charles Lewis
Guest Today: Tom McCoy

NEW BUSINESS
Charles stated he may have a conflict with December 14th for our Christmas party at his place. He will
schedule another date, and e-mail information to the membership.
An idea for the up-coming fly-in: A motion made & accepted to purchase calendars and pins to give out at
the fly-in.
OLD BUSINESS
George Tamvakis volunteered to organize the fly in for October 19th. Volunteers needed. Discussion was
brought up that we need a box mounted on the barn that would contain information on EAA Chapter 1423
with contact information. This would assist in helping increase our membership.
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•

•
•
•

POTENTIAL FUTURE FLY-OUTS
Charles has a list of approximately 30 grass strips in the area. We could look at putting together fly outs to
some of these airports. The range is about a 330-50 miles around Greenville. We could take day trips or half
day trips. We could include some of these fly
fly-outs into our Annual fly-ins.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
EAA 1423 now has wireless on site, Thanks to Mike Roberson
Roberson.
Bill Hood’s fly- in date: October, 26. Some of us will get together at South Oaks and fly out to his field.
Skip Palmer has scheduled the Boy Sc
Scouts to attend our meeting November 17. They will have ground
school classes to help earn an aviation merit badge. Discussion to possibly include YOUNG EAGLES
flights for them.
PROGRAM

Welcome to the East Carolina Soaring Club was given by club member
Scott Crippen. Our own member, Tim Wooten, gave a presentation on
soaring ground operations. Soaring club member, Rick Jones, gave a
presentation on soaring Air operations. The soaring club intended to
give
ve flights to our members, but rain did not allow. Club members
were asked to get in contact to plan a later for fights.
• Meeting adjourned at 11:45 AM
• Lunch prepared by Wes Banks.
>>>>>>>

(Contributor: Chris Bonnerup)

The Discount CFI, Inc.
Waiver of Liability

I ____ agree to obtain very affordable flight instruction from _____ in the ((Insert
Insert your Bird and N# here).
here
I am fully aware of the risks and am fully aware that there is absolutely no insurance on this aircraft or the instructor. The
instructor has informed me that this aircraft
ft is old, poorly maintained, parts are unavailable, and although it passed muster
during its FAA Annual Inspection, its airworthiness is marginal at best. I understand and accept this. The instructor has also
informed me that he is not in the best health,
h, overweight, and has questionable piloting and instructing skills. I accept this. In
return for accepting these risks, If successful, I will be rewarded with a (appropriate)) rating at less than thirty percent the
typical cost. I agree to hold any and all parties harmless and not at fault for anything that may happen, whatsoever. The
owner of the aircraft agrees to also hold me or anyone associated with me harmless for anything whatsoever that may happen.
Signed This Day________________by____________________
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I was born in Chicago, grew up in Dayton OH. After high
school, I joined the USAF to dodge the draft. However, I was
sent to Vietnam anyway and worked as a helicopter mechanic.
My service lasted seven years. Those aviation skills got me a job
as a Field Service Rep. (big ego, know it all) with Sikorsky
Aircraft, and stayed 31 years. Retired in 2006. As well as
foreign military, I worked as advisor to Marines, Navy and Air
Force. Over many years of assisting military customers, I have
the satisfaction of knowing that many tax dollars, and even a few
lives, were saved by
keeping my eyes on
the flight line and
the men working there.
Married for 27 years, and moved my family to numerous locations
including PA, FL, and VA. Much of the time was in Eastern NC.
Have two daughters, one in NC, one in FL, and a son in FL, 9
grandchildren. Lost my wife in 1997.
I grew up under the flight path of the Strategic Air Command
bombers at Wright Patterson AFB, built every plastic model I could find, visited the Museum of the Air force
from age five. Except for a short time working at the A&P grocery in high school, I’ve been close to aviation,
mostly in maintenance & engineering. In 1999, I began piloting, and accumulated 1600 hours as an instrument,
single engine, and high performance, private pilot & Cessna R-172 K owner. Two years ago, I began flying a Cub.
Walking out the back door, pulling the airplane out from the hangar and getting airborne is a joy. Often I visit my
daughter, via air, landing at a small airfield by her home near the coast. She's a nurse and married to a Marine
Pilot.
Lots of travel, and a few vacations, came with the job: St. Thomas; Hawaii; Key West; Tahoe; Sacramento;
Halifax, NS. My favorite is Albuquerque in October during Balloon Fest. Also attended the NC Balloon fest in
Statesville. Went to Oshkosh in 2008. Sun ‘N’ Fun remains on the bucket list. Bangkok & Seoul were okay. Did
not care for Iran -- absolutely terrible. But Japan and the Philippines were nice. Worked in Norfolk, VA,
Pensacola, Fort Walton Beach FL, and two tours in Jacksonville, NC.
My favorite aircraft is a large helicopter, the Sea Stallion, and its big brother the Super Stallion. I no longer deal
with them or their operators, but I always look up when one rumbles by.
A memorable destination is near Maysville, NC where my friend, Tom McFalls lives. He has a 900 ft. grass strip,
which requires a committed approach and landing, and the same for take-off and departure. No wave off on final.
Although I've visited Beckley WV, I’d like to fly in the NC Mountains and run the ridge lines with the autumn
colors. Maybe next fall. I find satisfaction in taking photographs, hiking in the NC Mountains, and of course,
flying. I live beside Hood Field. Bill is a friend from work at MCAS Cherry Point. We’ve spent many hours
building his 'Aircam', although I mostly held the flashlight. After visiting Chapter 1423 several times with Bill,
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just to kill time,, I realized I had
discovered a group of very
friendly folks, good conversation
conversation,
and great food.
Now I tell everyone about South
Oaks Aerodrome, and the group.
~~

FALL FLY
FLY-IN OCTOBER
OCTOBER 19,
19, 2013

RAINED
OUT!!!

But we
still
enjoyed a
feast,
and a few
laughs.
*Note the
smile on
young
Ryan’s
face, here
with mom,
Jennifer.>
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OCTOBER 26, 2013

Gina (Left/ serving)
& Bill (Right with
Shirley & Rose)
hosted an all-youcan-eat chili Fly-In
on a sunny,
Saturday that was
perfect for their
annual event.
In addition to
the chili,
covered dishes
and an array of desserts
made for a satisfying day
to enjoy the sunshine.
Many pilots flew in, and
some even offered rides.

Steve & Susan

~~~~~~~~
<Steven Winn:
hush puppy
chef

Familar faces at the table

THANKS
BILL &
GINA!
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GONE WEST: MR. RICHARD LEE BALZER
Mr. Richard Lee Balzer, age 88, a resident of Washington, NC died October 30, 2013 at his home.
Mr. Balzer was born in McPherson County, KS on May 9, 1925. He served his
country in the U.S. Army during WWII in the European Theater. He received the
Rifleman Ribbon, the Sharpshooter medal and ribbon, a unit citation for the
European Theater, Croix de Guerre, Croix de Coup, Combat Rifleman Badge and
Combat Star.
Mr. Balzer married the former Dorothy Louise Parvin on August 23, 1946 who
survives. He was a pilot and custom airplane builder, a member of the Experimental
Aircraft Association and captain of the Youth Civil Air Patrol. Surviving along with
his wife, Dorothy, of 67 years, are two daughters: Kathy B. Giachello, and Anna B.
Edwards.
Mr. Balzer was a dear friend of Winterville Wings,
EAA Chapter 1423.
Our condolences to his wife, Dorothy, as well as his family. ~~

Condolences
to Janet Williams on the passing of
her mother, Bessie C. Carawan.
7/11/1926 – 10/26/ 2013

Happy Thanksgiving
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